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Minutes for the Colorado Lottery Commission 
 
Call to Order 

A Commission Meeting for the Colorado Lottery was held on Wednesday, February 14th, 2024 
via Zoom. The meeting was called to order at 8:03 a.m. and was presided over by Chairman 
Podolski. 
 

Attendees 
In attendance were the following:  
 
Stan Podolski, Chair 
Janelle Quick, Commissioner 
Arnold Hanuman, Commissioner 
Tom Seaver, Senior Director, Lottery 
Jennifer Anderson, Deputy Senior Director, Lottery 
Peggy Brown, PGCC 
Heather Whitman, AGO 
Dan Zimmerer, GOCO 
Jill Cummiskey, Scientific Games 
Tyson Barr, IGT 
Monica Hernandez, IGT 
Dwayne Wilson, IGT 
Lori Romine, IGT 
Melissa Daruna, Keep It Colorado 
Corrie Martinez, Dept. of Gaming 
Leah Taylor, Cactus 
Heather Love, Lottery 

 
Mark Ocker, Lottery 
Adrian Varney, Lottery 
Marie Valtakis, Lottery 
Misty Siderfin, Lottery 
Dave Aldag, Lottery 
Amanda Quintana, Lottery 
Scott Chavkin, Lottery 
Mike Strasser, Lottery 
Cristi Gannon, Lottery 
Nancy Bartosz, Lottery 
Wendy Weldon, Lottery 
Tiffany Ramsdell, Lottery 
Kelia Busby, Lottery 
Meghan Dougherty, Lottery 
Terri Geier, Lottery 
Christian Hawley, Lottery 
 

 
 
Introductions and Welcome 
 
Public Comment 

Chairman Podolski called for public comment. Ms. Brown from the Problem Gambling 
Coalition of Colorado (PGCC) invited the Commissioners to an upcoming luncheon on March 
14th that PGCC is hosting as part of Problem Gambling Awareness Month (PGAM). The 
luncheon will be held at the Marriott West in Golden from noon to 2:00 p.m. and an informal 
chat will take place afterwards.  

 
SGEP Update 

Ms. Cummiskey reported that 53 new Sci-Q units were installed last month and that some 
retailers have made requests for additional units. The retailer 7-Eleven has expressed 
interest in having Sci-Q in their stores. Scientific Games has partnered with a company that 
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allows real-time changes to the digital menu boards. There are 26 liquor stores interested in 
submitting applications; lottery is currently underpenetrated in liquor stores. Save-a-lot 
grocery stores has scheduled a second meeting with Scientific Games about selling lottery 
products. Old Town Market Place, in Fort Collins, has also expressed interest in selling lottery 
products.  
 
Mr. Campbell showed an example of the digital menu board. Sales data shows that, at King 
Soopers, around 50% of sales are at the customer service counter.  
 
There was discussion about the number of ACE Hardware stores in Colorado.  

 
Lottery Spotlight 

Mr. Chavkin showed four videos that Rocky Mountain PBS is airing that highlight the Colorado 
Lottery’s contributions to the outdoors. 

 
Approval of Minutes  

A motion to approve the minutes from the January 10th, 2024 Lottery Commission meeting 
was made by Commissioner Quick and seconded by Commissioner Hanuman. The motion 
passed unanimously. 

 
Decision Items 

  Approval of Scratch Games, presented by Scott Chavkin; 
• Game #325 $3 CROSSWORD MULTIPLIER 
• Game #334 $3 KA-POW 
• Game #326 $3 ORO 
• Game #327 $10 ORO 
• Game #328 $20 ORO 

 
There was discussion about the number of inventory between the ORO and crossword $3 
games. Crossword and bingo games are always available and require a higher inventory. ORO 
is a specialty game and only offered for a limited time. 

 
A motion to approve the Scratch Games presented was made by Commissioner Hanuman and 
seconded by Chairman Podolski. The motion passed unanimously. 

 
Colorado Lottery 

MAIN MOTIONS 
Approval of Scratch Game Guidelines, presented by Terri Geier;  

• Game #325 $3 CROSSWORD MULTIPLIER 
• Game #334 $3 KA-POW 
• Game #326 $3 ORO 
• Game #327 $10 ORO 
• Game #328 $20 ORO 
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A motion to approve the Scratch Games Guidelines presented was made by Commissioner 
Quick and seconded by Commissioner Hanuman. The motion passed unanimously. 

 
Approval of Repeal of Scratch Games, presented by Terri Geier; 

• Game #156 $10 BLOWOUT 
• Game #261 $3 YAHTZEE 
• Game #214 $3 ALL THE MARBLES 
• Game #275 $10 40th ANNIVERSARY 
• Game #300 $3 STOCKING STUFFER 
• Game #210 $10 SPOTLIGHT 
• Game #180 $10 WILD CASH 
• Game #190 $2 CASINO NIGHTS 
• Game #234 $5 50X 
• Game #252 $10 JUMBO BUCKS 
• Game #257 $10 PREMIER CASH 
• Game #291 $10 LUCKY 13 
• Game #271 $50 MONOPOLY 500X 

 
There was discussion about the percentage of tickets sold in the 90th percentile. There was 
discussion about the average number of second chance drawing entries and whether the 
odds are tracked after second chance drawings conclude. There was discussion about leaving 
games on the market that sell at a legitimate rate. There was discussion about the timeline 
between the repeal of a scratch game and when the game is taken out of retailers. When a 
top prize isn’t claimed and paid out, those dollars go toward beneficiaries.  

 
A motion to approve the Repeal of Scratch Games presented was made by Commissioner 
Quick and seconded by Commissioner Hanuman. The motion passed unanimously. 

 
Scratch Game Performance 

Mr. Chavkin presented that total scratch are over $50.3 million, which is a decrease of 
$711,000 compared to last January. The first week in January was the best week in scratch 
sales with the launch of the Monopoly family of games and the new $50 scratch game. Sales 
are tracking $24 million behind the FY24 goal. All scratch game price points are tracking 
behind last year’s sales, with the exception of the $20 price point. There was discussion 
about January being a record month for scratch sales.  
 

Jackpot Game Performance 
Mr. Chavkin presented that jackpot sales for January are over $18.3 million, which is a 
decrease of 25.69%, or a little over $3 million, from December sales. There was an $842 million 
Powerball winner in Michigan that hit on New Year’s Day. Overall, sales in January are down 
about $18 million compared to last January, but last year had over a billion dollar Mega 
Millions jackpot. Powerball and Mega Millions have surpassed their FY24 targets so far this 
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year. The Powerball jackpot is at $285 million, the Mega Millions jackpot is at $457 million and 
the Lotto+ jackpot is at $2.9 million. 

 
FY24 Projected Sales, Expenses, and Disbursements 

Mr. Aldag presented the scratch sales year end projection at $575.7 million. The jackpot 
sales year end projection is $281.8 million. Beneficiary proceeds is projected at $180.7 
million versus the prior year of $195.3 million.  
 
There was discussion regarding other state lottery’s proceeds and where their jackpot dollars 
go. Generally, it was explained that it varies greatly by state and can include senior services, 
education or the general fund; however, Colorado is the only state where a vast majority of 
the funding goes to outdoor recreation and conservation. The following article was shared 
with some additional information for commissioners on this topic: 
https://www.npr.org/2023/01/12/1148167357/lottery-money-state-by-state-mega-millions-
powerball. 

 
Director’s Report 

• Ouray Ice Festival Recap - Kelia Busby, Player Communications Specialist 
Ms. Busby presented a video highlighting the recent Ouray Ice Festival which the Colorado 
Lottery sponsored. The festival was an opportunity to educate those in attendance about 
Colorado Lottery’s involvement in funding the outdoors. 
 

• Stock Show Summary - Marie Valtakis, Events and Sponsorship Manager 
Ms. Valtakis presented a video highlighting the Colorado Lottery’s involvement in this 
year’s Stock Show which saw around 160,000 attendees. There was $146,000 of lottery 
product sold at the Stock Show this year. The Colorado Lottery ran special promotions 
which included: upgraded attendees to front row rodeo seats, a behind the shoots 
experience during PBR bull riding and a hitch wagon upgrade on a wagon pulled by draft 
horses around the arena.  
 

• Problem Gambling Awareness Month (PGAM) Day at the Capitol - Jennifer Anderson, 
Deputy Senior Director 
Ms. Anderson announced that PGAM Day at the Capitol will be held on March 27th from 
8:00 a.m. to Noon. The event is to help bring awareness around problem gambling and 
responsible gambling efforts. Key non-profits will have a table alongside Lottery and the 
Division of Gaming is co-hosting the event with the Lottery. A flyer is being created and 
will be distributed. Breakfast and coffee will be provided to the public and the General 
Assembly as part of the event. 
 

• Update on Implementation of Performance Audit Recommendations # 1 & # 2 - Jennifer 
Anderson, Deputy Senior Director 
Ms. Anderson stated that Ms. Whitman is updating the courier services legal 
memorandum that was discussed and distributed to commissioners. She will have this 
finalized for commissioners prior to the next meeting, and an executive session will be 

https://www.npr.org/2023/01/12/1148167357/lottery-money-state-by-state-mega-millions-powerball
https://www.npr.org/2023/01/12/1148167357/lottery-money-state-by-state-mega-millions-powerball
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scheduled in March so that Commissioners can discuss the legal advice and ask legal 
questions.  
 
The March Commission meeting will also include the annual training for commissioners 
and will include additional information regarding the commissioners’ role and 
responsibilities, including how to fulfill their statutory duties. 
 
Prior to the March meeting, the Lottery will distribute an updated DRAFT digital 
handbook to the commission for their review/comment. It is approximately 30 pages 
with a lot of links. The commissioners expressed that this was their preference to a hard 
copy handbook like they had been receiving, and Anderson said that she agrees that it is 
time to update it and make it digital, since the commission now has virtual meetings and 
so much has become remote. Anderson also mentioned that the Lottery is creating a 
Google drive set up with access to all digital packets and other Commission items for 
easier access. Additionally, DOR is creating an intranet page with resource information to 
be shared between all of DOR division Boards and Commissions which will be modeled 
after a similar page that DORA has. 
 
There was discussion about the length of the annual training and when it occurs during a 
Commission meeting. Ms. Anderson said it occurs towards the end of the meeting and 
will be recorded as part of the meeting. Anderson reminded them that March will be an 
important meeting and not to be missed. 

 
The Director’s Report was concluded at 9:35 a.m. 

 
Commission Items 

• There was discussion about the timeline between approving a game and when the scratch 
game becomes available for purchase. Games like crossword and bingo are immediately 
available and specialty games, such as ORO, have specific launch dates after approval by 
the Commission. There was discussion about what happens to tickets that are not 
approved. 

• There was discussion about the central gaming system contract. An announcement of 
intention to award has been made and there hasn’t been any protests made but the 
protest period is still active. 

• There was discussion about the vacant Commissioner position. No expectation of a new 
Commissioner before the end of the fiscal year, but there are some good candidates who 
are interested and the Lottery is really looking to add some geographic diversity to the 
commission by finding someone on the Western Slope. Now that so much of the 
commission activities are virtual, it makes sense to expand the geographic areas 
represented by the commissioners.  

• There was discussion about the date of the August Commission meeting which will be in 
person in Pueblo on August 23rd, 2024 at 1:30 p.m., unless otherwise requested. To be 
followed by the Legislative BBQ at the State Fair. There will also be an in-person meeting 
in May at the Pierce office. 



Page 6 of 6 
 

 
Adjournment 

A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Commissioner Quick and seconded by 
Commissioner Hanuman. The motion passed unanimously. Chairman Podolski adjourned the 
meeting at 9:43 a.m. 

 
 
 
 
Completed by: Heather Love     Date of Approval 

March 13, 2024
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