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Colorado Lottery Recognizes the City of Longmont Parks & Natural Resources Division’s
Garden Acres Park Renewal project in the Use of Lottery Funds

Lottery proceeds pass $3.6 billion

Pueblo, Colo. – Colorado Lottery Starburst Awards recognize excellence in the use of Lottery
funds for community and conservation projects. For fiscal year 2021, the Colorado Lottery
recognizes the City of Longmont Parks & Natural Resources Division’s Garden Acres Park
Renewal project with a Starburst Award. This year, Colorado Lottery proceeds have surpassed
$3.6 billion.

Of the just over $5 million dollar project, $1,984,000 was funded with Conservation Trust Fund
(CTF) dollars. The remaining budget was funded with the City’s Public Improvement Fund,
which are general fund dollars generated by tax revenue, as well as the Park & Greenway
Maintenance Fee Fund. Photo

Garden Acres Community Park is one of Longmont’s most highly utilized parks throughout its
existence 30 years ago. The park features a lighted softball 4-plex, multi-use fields, batting
cages, a cricket pitch, shelters, playgrounds, restrooms, and walking paths. Due to the
consistent high level of  use throughout the years, the park was in disrepair and did not provide
a safe, accessible, user-friendly experience to Longmont residents and visitors. In 2014, the
Garden Acres Community Park was identified as the highest priority park in need of renewal in
the City.

Beginning with a Master Plan Update/Park Renewal Plan, the City was then able to fund two
phases of the project, which focused on infrastructure replacement needs, safety, usability, and
ADA (Americans with Disability Act) compliance. Phase 2 was completed in 2019.

The primary goal of the project was to re-establish a safe, usable, accessible, and enjoyable
experience at  Garden Acres Community Park. The design focused on creating ADA
compliance for the entire 4-plex, which required re-grading the concrete walks to all features of
the sports complex including spectator seating, dugouts, the center pavilion, restrooms, and
scorebooths. Two new playgrounds were also designed to be ADA compliant and feature a mix
of rubber tile surfacing, poured in place rubber surfacing, engineered wood  fiber, a sand play
area, and universally accessible play components.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jdUKwe-aehhcbzBRe1cvdPK8j3MdDXQl/view?usp=sharing


More than $10.5 million in Lottery funds are represented in 11 winning projects distributed
statewide through grants via Great Outdoors Colorado (GOCO), the Conservation Trust Fund
(CTF), Colorado Parks and Wildlife (CPW), and Building Excellent Schools Today (BEST).

"Conservation is a key pillar for the Lottery. It includes not only conserving open space, but also
upgrading recreational spaces, creating new places for Coloradans to play, and supporting
ecosystems and wildlife,” said Tom Seaver, director of the Colorado Lottery. “This year's
Starburst Award winners aptly reflect the wide ranging projects that our proceeds support. With
now $3.6 billion going to our proceeds beneficiaries, we continue to look for new ways to grow
revenue responsibly to protect more of Colorado’s great outdoors."

Submissions include programs and projects such as parks, playgrounds, outdoor recreation
facilities, land conservation, trail enhancement, open space acquisition, wildlife natural resource
preservation, and public school improvements.

About Colorado Lottery:
Since 1983, the Colorado Lottery has returned more than $3.6 billion to outdoor projects and
schools through Great Outdoors Colorado, the Conservation Trust Fund, Colorado Parks and
Wildlife, and Building Excellent Schools Today. Proceeds from sales of Colorado Lottery games
– Scratch, Powerball, Mega Millions, Colorado Lotto+, Lucky for Life, Cash 5, and Pick 3 –
enhance, protect, improve parks, trails, and open space in Colorado. For more information,
visit coloradolottery.com.
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