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Colorado Lottery Recognizes Eagle County Open Space’s Brush Creek Valley Ranch
and Open Space project in the Use of Lottery Funds

Lottery proceeds pass $3.6 billion

Pueblo, Colo. – Colorado Lottery Starburst Awards recognize excellence in the use of Lottery
funds for community and conservation projects. For fiscal year 2021, the Colorado Lottery
Recognizes the Eagle County Open Space’s Brush Creek Valley Ranch and Open Space
(BCVROS) project in the Use of Lottery Funds with a Starburst Award. This year, Colorado
Lottery proceeds have surpassed $3.6 billion.

This parcel, formerly known as Hardscrabble Ranch and renamed the Brush Creek Valley
Ranch and Open Space (BCVROS), is owned and managed by Eagle County and is protected
by a conservation easement held by Eagle Valley Land Trust. In 2020, with $3,833,160 funding
from Great Outdoors Colorado (GOCO), $10,000 from Colorado Parks and Wildlife (CPW), and
additional partners, this 131-acre inholding to the property was purchased by Eagle County, and
the BCVROS conservation easement was amended to include the additional acreage. Now, the
Brush Creek Valley Ranch and Open Space is a 1,671-acre conserved open space that is host
to a working agricultural operation, numerous multi-use trails, and significant wildlife habitat, and
is considered the crown jewel of Eagle County’s Open Space program. Photo

The project would not have been possible without these significant Lottery contributions via
GOCO and CPW. The purchase of the initial 1,540 acres effectively zeroed out Eagle County’s
Open Space fund and required bridge financing from The Conservation Fund (CTF). The large
investment by GOCO in this project reflects the pressing need to conserve community assets
represented by open space, working agricultural operations, opportunities for high quality
dispersed recreation, and the protection and conservation of critical wildlife habitat.

The conservation of the Brush Creek Valley, south of the Town of Eagle, has been a
decades-long community priority that came to fruition in the last few years. Thanks to GOCO
funding in 2017, the remaining undeveloped 1,540 acres was purchased by Eagle County for
$15.5 million, ending the developer’s vision for a sprawling subdivision in the heart of the wide
agricultural valley.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1R-qK6x-yUA-s0HmqKNw46h5JJ0mA3t9j/view?usp=sharing


The conservation of BCVROS both helps to maintain the agricultural livelihood and ranching
history of the Brush Creek Valley, while also providing a healthy community space for recreation
and education.

More than $10.5 million in Lottery funds are represented in 11 winning projects distributed
statewide through grants via Great Outdoors Colorado (GOCO), the Conservation Trust Fund
(CTF), Colorado Parks and Wildlife (CPW), and Building Excellent Schools Today (BEST).

"Conservation is a key pillar for the Lottery. It includes not only conserving open space, but also
upgrading recreational spaces, creating new places for Coloradans to play, and supporting
ecosystems and wildlife,” said Tom Seaver, director of the Colorado Lottery. “This year's
Starburst Award winners aptly reflect the wide ranging projects that our proceeds support. With
now $3.6 billion going to our proceeds beneficiaries, we continue to look for new ways to grow
revenue responsibly to protect more of Colorado’s great outdoors."

Submissions include programs and projects such as parks, playgrounds, outdoor recreation
facilities, land conservation, trail enhancement, open space acquisition, wildlife natural resource
preservation, and public school improvements.

About Colorado Lottery:
Since 1983, the Colorado Lottery has returned more than $3.6 billion to outdoor projects and
schools through Great Outdoors Colorado, the Conservation Trust Fund, Colorado Parks and
Wildlife, and Building Excellent Schools Today. Proceeds from sales of Colorado Lottery games
– Scratch, Powerball, Mega Millions, Colorado Lotto+, Lucky for Life, Cash 5, and Pick 3 –
enhance, protect, improve parks, trails, and open space in Colorado. For more information,
visit coloradolottery.com.
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